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Next Level!
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Introduction

Do you like coffee? No? Well, if you don’t | am sure you
know at least one person that does?

Let me tell you a little story about a coffee company. A
coffee company that almost missed their train of opportunity to
grow and expand their business.

It all began about 40 years ago when three friends decided
to start a coffee business. In this business they would cater to
the American consumer and provide top notch gourmet roasted
coffee beans.

Life was good! And their business was growing at a nice
steady pace. Then one day they decided to hire a young Director
of Operations and Marketing. This new guy brought, well, a new
perspective to the three friends, and one day this new guy
traveled to Milan. This was a trip that would change his young
life forever!

While in Milan the young man was fascinated with the coffee
shops that littered the streets and the culture that was centered
around those coffee shops. Right then and there he knew this
would be a huge success in America... So, what did he do?

He reported his findings to the three coffee shop owners. He
explained the culture to the men, and how people bought their
pre-brewed gourmet coffee in the shop... How they sat down to
read the daily news and sip their cup of joe in the shop... And,
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well, how they just enjoyed the social and laid back atmosphere
of the coffee shop. In fact, it was really a cafe setting.

What did the three owners think about this revolutionary
idea? It won’t work. They believed that coffee was meant to be
enjoyed in the peace and quiet of the home, and not at a local
cafe.

Needless to say, those three men eventually sold their
company to the young man, and that young man grew the
revolutionary coffee cafe idea into over 17,000 stores in more
than 55 countries. In fact, it’'s a household name today.

What’'s the company’s name? None other than Starbucks!

You see, Howard Schultz foresaw where the coffee industry
was heading, and he saw to it that Starbucks would reap the
benefits of this new trend.

The lesson? Businesses need to be aware of the different
market trends and embrace them. This will promote growth
which will ultimately promote new revenue streams.

Well, I’'m here to tell you that it’s happening again. A new
trend that is. And this is a trend which affects every business,
and this means you, too!

What is this trend? It's blogging. It's social media. It's

customer relations in the 21 century. It's being connected with
your consumer, and engaging them.
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You can be like the three old friends and sit down on the
opportunity, and there’s nothing wrong with that. They grew a
successful business providing their local market with freshly
roasted gourmet coffee beans, but they lost out on an
opportunity to take their business and brand to the next level.

Or you can be more like Schultz and follow the trends... You
could go where the consumers are. And where are the
consumer’s today? Online.

We are in the Information Technology Age. If your business
is not online, it should be. Your customers are looking for you
and waiting for you there. And if your business is online, well,
this guide will show you how to take your brand to the next level.

There are only six simple steps to follow, so, let’s get
started.

Step 1: Got Passion?

I want you to think back to a time when you were in school.
Now what was your favorite subject? Was it math? Was it
history? How about English, or science?

Whichever it was | am sure you had a passion for it, right? |

mean, you just couldn’t get enough of it, and you wished EVERY
class was that class.
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Let’s look at an example: Let’'s say you’re a big science
geek, but you hate history with a passion! So, what do you think
happens?

Well, when it’s time for history you have to drag yourself
into class. You force yourself to sit down, and you fight with all
your strength to stay awake during your monotoned teacher’s
lecture.

You do your work, and you get decent grades... But you
could do better. It's just your heart is not in it. So, when the bell
rings for the next class you’re the first student out those doors!

Time for science class! Oh boy, it’s the class you have been
waiting for ALL DAY LONG, and it’s finally here. It's the class
where you get to do all sorts of fun stuff! Stuff like: blow a
balloon up with helium and set it on fire, taking dead stiff frogs
and dissecting them, creating fun class projects like a hovercraft
and so many other amazing things. It’'s no wonder you have a
diehard passion for science!

You rush through the hallway, grab your books and
materials from your locker and you are among the first into the
classroom. You take a seat towards the front of the class
because you don’t want to miss a thing, and you wait for the
lectures (and fun) to begin.

Now which class do you believe you’ll make the best grades

and excel in? That’s right... the science class. And why?
Because that’s where your passion is!
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Having a business is no different, and having a business blog
iIs no different. More than likely, you started your business
because you had a passion, correct?

Check this out:

This is Gary
Vaynerchuk, a
business owner and
a VERY passionate
blogger. In fact,
Gary has found so
much success in
cashing in on his
passion that he
wrote a book dedicated to nothing but, well, cashing in on your
passion. The book’s titled: Crush It! - Why Now Is The Time To
Cash In On Your Passion.

So, as you can see... Passion plays a major role in your
business.

But what does Gary do? What is his passion, and how is he
cashing in on it? Well, he’s in the wine business. In fact, he has
an upscale brick-n-mortar liquor store called The Wine Library.
This liquor store, as you can guess, sells nothing but fine wines.

Now, Gary’s business was doing really good way before he
developed his online presence and brand, but one day he decided
to take his passion for wine and share it with his beloved
customers. How did he do that? By educating his consumers on
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the different wines via an online viog (or a video blog). In this
vlog Gary expertly tastes different wines and gives his personal
feedback from tasting that wine. It can be found at:
tv.winelibrary.com

And by using this vlog Gary was able to connect with his
consumer base on a personal level, AND convey his passion of
wine with them... Of which they, too, have a passion.

Okay, that shows how he used his passion to connect with
the consumer, but how exactly did he “cash in” on his passion?
Well, simply by selling the wines he taste tested via his online
retail store: WineLibrary.com

Gary’s brick-n-mortar store, as mentioned earlier, was
already a huge local success, but when Gary took his passion and
created an online presence and developed his online brand... He
took his business to a whole new level. Now he services
thousands of customers across the nation AND his business is
bringing in multi-millions.

But passion alone cannot get you to the next level. You
need more than that. You need technical savvy, and online

marketing tactics. That’s what the rest of this guide will cover,
starting with, well, Getting Started.

Step 2: Getting Started
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Before you can create an online empire you’ve got to know
the basics, and that’s what this section is about -- getting setup
for success.

So, what do you need in order to create a successful online
presence? You need a catchy domain name; you need some web
hosting; you need a logo and web design; you need a platform
that’s extendable.

Let’s get started:

Domain Name

What’s a domain name? It's simply what your customers
will type into their browser in order to visit your website.

{:} www.YourDomainName.com I

A domain name will be the lowest investment cost to getting
your online presence created. On average, it will be around $10
to register your domain name, and it will be around $10 per year
after that to keep it registered.

There are hundreds of domain registrars online, and a few
which | would recommend to you:

e www.eNom.com

e www.GoDaddy.com
 www.RegCow.com
e www.Moniker.com

« www.DomainSite.com
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There are literarily thousands of domain registrars out there,
and they all charge different prices for domain registration, but
the majority will be around $10 per year.

Now, when registering your domain name you will want to
get the .COM version of the domain name. Do not even consider
getting the .net, .org or .biz of your domain name. Why?
Because the norm in the consumer’s mind is the .COM, and if you
get one of the others you risk losing your customers to your
competition that DOES own the .COM version of your domain
name.

Web Hosting

Once you get the domain name you will need to find some
web hosting. You, however, will not want to pick just any web
host... You will want to pick a web host which will work with the
web platform we’ll be using. (A platform which I will reveal to
you shortly.)

There are only a few things we need to look for in a web
host. The main features are: they offer Linux and cPanel hosting,
have PHP5+ and have a good bit of bandwidth and hosting space
available.

Here are a few good web hosts:

e www.HostingZoom.com
 www.RegCow.com

e www.landl.com

e www.HostGator.com
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Web hosting will vary between a few dollars per month to
around $10 per month. While this is a larger investment than
getting a domain name, it’s still a very small investment
compared to a television ad, newspaper ad or yellow pages ad...
And it’s responsiveness is much greater!

Logo & Web Design

In order to establish your online presence and develop your
brand you need a business logo and a good website design.

You might already have a business logo for your brick-n-
mortar business. If you do, that’s great! No need to create a
new one. All you will do is use the one you already have.

If you don’t, then, there are a number of places you can get
a good logo designed for you. You could outsource the logo
design to a freelance website like www.elance.com or
www.vworker.com. However, there is one freelance outsourcing
website that is ALL about logo design. It's www.99designs.com.

e 1

|99/ design

T i
Vomka Y Y
LIV il 5 ! f

—

99designs is a unique approach to outsourcing your logo
project. Here’s how it works:
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Logo Design Contests

Our team of logo design professionals compete to produce a unique logo design for you. Post a contest,
review the designs and pick a winner, it's that easy.

save this search » daily email ) feed

Create the next logo for Moving Train o
We are a non-profit that supports documentary filmmakers ... Dana2110 review 119 $295
guar sntesd

New logo wanted for Chesapeake Property
Management, Inc Wyaffe 18 mins, 29 secs 67

We manage Residential Real Estate-these are individually ...
logo for iCatchMNRelease.com P i
Fishing tackle, gear, sportsman website - fly fishing and... John Doe 99 21 mins, 5 secs 45 5295
guaranteed
logo for Logistics Pointe: Atlanta e
This logo is for a large warehouse facility that my compa... MarkEm 35 mins, 20 secs 65 $205
guarantead
E Help Evolution Consulting with a new logo .
i silver,
We offer Social Media, Online Marketing, Business Develop... Bbannon1 59 mins, 59 secs 53 $495
Bold logo needed- brand focused on MOMS Fe—
- MomPACT connects moms to businesses for two-way 1QShelle: 1 hr, 7 mins 63 $295
ISy communica...

99designs connects the design seeker with the logo
designer, and it puts all the designers against each other via a
friendly contest.

You might be thinking, “Don’t all outsourcing websites do
this? | mean, they all have to compete and bid on the project!”

And you would be right, however, 99designs takes it to a
new level. Freelancers are not “biding” on the price... You’ve
already established what the price will be.

Instead, they are submitting their logo designs to your
competition in hopes of winning the prize money -- the price you

have already set.

The advantage of using 99designs as opposed to eLance or
vWorker for logo design?
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You get dozens of talented designers submitting their
designs to your contest. You then get to view them all AND
choose the one you like the best BEFORE you award the “contest”
prize money to the winner.

Now, what about website design? You’ve got your logo, but
you need a good website design for your business.

You can use the same outsourcing websites above for your
website design projects, but you’ll be spending hundreds of

dollars for a web design...
pennies on the dollar.

When you can get one for free or for

How? Well, this next section will show you how.
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Website Platform

What’'s a website platform? It's a piece of online software
which takes the technical aspect of creating a website and
simplifies the entire process for us laymen.

Using a website platform you DO NOT need HTML
knowledge... You do not need PHP, JAVA, Flash and so forth
knowledge. All you need to know is how to click a button! If you
can use Microsoft Word you can create a compelling website
WITHOUT the need for a web designer or a web developer.

Fact is, this one little piece of knowledge will save you
untold thousands of dollars!

There are a number of website platforms out there: Joomla!,
PHP Nuke, Blogger, Wordpress and many many others.

We are going to focus on Wordpress. Wordpress is a free
blogging platform which also acts as a CMS solution.

@ WORDPRESS.ORC

Wordpress will work with any Linux host which has cPanel
and PHP5+, which we discussed on page 10. Best part? It's free,
the search engines LOVE Wordpress websites and it’s highly
extendable with plugins, widgets and themes.
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Literally, if you can use Microsoft Word you can use
wordpress:

i/ Edit Page adnew

Your Title Here

Permalink: Edit |[ View Page

Upload/insert [=] & f3 1 (=2 Visual
B I = ==« === = v-aB&5

Format - U= A- @ e |0 = @

This is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put information about yourself or your site so readers know where you M
are coming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as you like and manage all of your content inside of

‘WordPress. This is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put information about yourself or your site so readers
know where you are coming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as you like and manage all of your content ||
inside of WordPress. This is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put information about yourself or your site so

readers know where you are coming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as you like and manage all of your ||
content inside of WordPress.

This is an example of 2 WordPress page, you could edit this to put information about yourself or your site so readers know where you |
are coming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as you like and manage all of your content inside of
‘WordPress. This is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put information about yourself or your site so readers
know where you are coming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as you like and manage all of your content
inside of WordPress. This is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put information about yourself or your site so

readers know where you are coming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as you like and manage all of your
content inside of WordPress.

A
This is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put information about yourself or your site so readers know where you
Path:

‘Word count: 458 Draft saved at 6:39:25 pm. Last edited by Joshua on May 5, 2010 at 5:42 pm

Wordpress uses a What You See Is What You Get

(WYSIWYG) editor. Simply type what you want into the text box

area, upload whatever images and videos you want, then, publish
the post.

When you click the publish button Wordpress will
automatically transform your typed message into HTML, and
make the web page go live on your website. Also, you can use
this same easy feature to edit already live web pages.

What does this mean? No more paying hundreds of dollars
each and every time you want to add a new web page or need to
edit an existing one! Instead just do it yourself. How much
money would this save your business in the long run?
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You can download the latest version of Wordpress from
www.wordpress.org, and follow the simple steps they give you to
install it onto your web host. We will be using Wordpress for the
duration of this blogging guide.

Once you do that, then, you can tap into the power of
Wordpress’ themes, plugins and widgets.

What are themes? Well, simply it’'s a web design that works
with the Wordpress platform. And there are thousands upon
thousands of FREE themes you can use with Wordpress. You are
sure to find one to fit your business needs.

And what if you want that little extra something? You can
purchase a premium Wordpress theme for next to nothing. The
average price is between $40 to $60... And you have yourself a
dynamic website design.

Where can you find free and premium Wordpress themes?
First off, you can head to Google and do a search for “free

wordpress themes” or “premium wordpress themes”.

You can also access a directory of free themes directly from
your Wordpress backend. Let me show you how.

When you first log into your Wordpress backend you will
goto: YourWebsiteDomain.com/wp-admin

You should see something similar to the following:
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@WORDPRESS

Username
Password

[ Remember Me Log In

Next you will enter
the login details you created when you installed Wordpress onto
your web host.

Once inside the backend you will click on Appearance then
Themes.

Feedbacks

{2; Theme Settings

Appearance

Themes

Widg etak

Menus

Editor
(ﬁf Plugins
Once you click on themes you can
either manage the themes you already have, or you can install a

new theme. We are going to install a new theme. So click on the
Install Theme button.

[ﬂr‘@% g TP
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|ED\ Install Themes

Search | Upload | Featured | Newest | Recently Updated

Search for themes by keyword, author, or [2g.

Term & Search

You can do one of two things: search for a specific theme
using a keyword OR keep the search box blank and hit the search
button. If you do the latter you can view all available free
themes which are in the Wordpress database.

— Help
\ED| Install Themes §
Search | Search Results | Upload | Featured | Newest | Recently Updated i
Search for themes by keyword, author, or 1ag. 1,417 items 1 of48 » "i

Term % Search f
Lo - = e i }
Sixhours Essence Sutra }
Install | Preview Install | Preview Install | Preview
A classic, simple text-based theme. Essence is an advanced WordPress Theme that is easy to Minimal theme focussed on simplicity, putting your writing é
use as a base to build your own theme front and center.
Detalls
Details Details
iFeature P
e ——— - - i
—— # St St e o
Neatana Thama Wil e Avuiten for Donions | 7
Somn ——
bt i b PRI L bt e Pl Ay b bl S 2 B A e p ot g

(Note: These are not all the free themes available to Wordpress.
There are hundreds more... These are just the ones that are in
the Wordpress searchable database.)
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If you want to find some good premium Wordpress themes,
then, check out: www.premiumwp.com
PremiumWP is a blog that showcases and reviews different

renin,

¢9)PREMIUM WORDPRESS

Home  Best Premium Themes Magazine Themes Business & CMS Themes Blog Themes Video Themes Theme Frameworks Directory

r 5 [ 83 people like
Featured Galleries ey ﬁ Ejl+1 L this. Re the first

Best of the Best
WordPress Themes Gollection

il s

solostream = FPremium
WordPress Themes

premium Wordpress themes from all the different designers and
companies that develop them. Their honest approach has helped
me to pick a number of different premium themes for my own
Wordpress websites.

Okay. We have talked about Wordpress themes, and | have
shown you how to get your own free or premium theme. But
what about plugins?

What are Wordpress plugins? And why are they so
powerful?

Well, a Wordpress plugin is an extension to the Wordpress
platform. It is either developed by Wordpress, or it can be
developed by a third party. This is what makes Wordpress a
great platform to use... The plugins. And there are SO many
plugins out there. This is all due to the HUGE community that
surrounds Wordpress.
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Just like themes, plugins can be free or premium. The
functions of plugins will be different, but they have the same goal
in mind -- to extend the functionality of Wordpress AND to make
it that much easier to use.

Throughout the rest of this guide | will be introducing you to
some very POWERFUL plugins. The majority of these plugins will
be free.

Step 3: Capture Leads

One of the reasons you create a website is to generate
targeted leads for your business. And what way better to
capitalize on those leads than to “capture” them?

Capturing a lead is nothing more than getting their contact
information. This can be their mailing address, their phone
number or their email. When you’re marketing online you will
want to get their email address.

What happens once you capture their email? Well, you can
email them anytime you desire. You can email them to give
them some tips and advice. You can email them to let them
know about a new service or product you’re offering. You can
email them to let them in on an email exclusive special coupon of
25% off everything in the store.

Pretty much the opportunities are unlimited! But the first
step is capturing those leads, and Wordpress has some plugins

which makes this process easy for you.
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But before you can begin using these plugins to capture
those leads... You need an autoresponder.

What's an autoresponder? An autoresponder is an online
service which will automatically respond to your customers when
they enter their email and name to join your mailing list.

These mailing services will host your email list for you, and
will allow you to grow your mailing list to however large of a size
that you need it to be. From their backend you will be able to
setup autoresponder series, and send broadcasted emails to the
entire list with a simple click of a button.

They are an essential part of online marketing, and are fairly
priced. Here are few of the more popular autoresponder series:

e www.Aweber.com
 www.GetResponse.com
e www.IlmnicaMail.com
e www.MailChimp.com

There are dozens of others, but the few above are among
the top.

Once you have your autoresponder service in place, then,
you are ready to setup your own email capture system. So, let’s

get to it then.

There are different ways you can capture your consumer’s
email from your blog, but there are only two we are going to
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focus on: an email capture form on the website itself, and via a
popup email capture form.

Let’'s see some examples:

This is Ryan Lee’s blog. On his blog he has an email capture
form in order to capitalize on the traffic that comes to his blog.
He uses this form to turn visitors into targeted leads. How?

RYAN' EE 0 Member Login Contact Us Eﬂ' RSS Feed
Enter search keyword Bl

Success Simplified

Home About Products Live Events Success Stories Contact Us

THE INTERNET'SIMOST TRUSTED b : " SIGNIUP/FOR GUR'
BUSINESS AND SUCCESS NEWSLETTER. EREEENEWSTETTER

7 Ways To Instantly Double Your Income

Enter Valid Email 3> SIGN UP NOW!

Why Trust Us?

Ryan and his experts have been featured in...

Join thousands of other
high-achievers,
for just one, [

c;. OGBS [T

NEWS

Ens Angelts Times FﬂY\‘
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

ryantestimonial

The PITA Rule: Why Every Online Marketer "
Must Follow This Rule or You Will Be Sorry! \ o

Well, first off... Ryan Lee is a business coach. He teaches
businesses and people how to make money online. People are
coming to his blog because what he is writing about interests
them -- they want to learn how to make money online.

But he has a problem. People will not just willy-nilly enter
their email address into an email capture form and hit the submit
button. Nope. Instead he has to entice them to do so. How?
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Ryan offers them immense value for free. What’s that
value? A free report: 7 Ways To Instantly Double Your Income.

Because the visitors coming to his website are interested in
making money online, then, they will be compelled to give Ryan
their email address for his valued free report in return.

It’s a win-win situation. The visitor gets to learn some new
valuable insight on how to take their business to the next level,
and Ryan gets a new targeted lead who is interested in the type
of products he offers for sale. Now he can email them whenever
he desires, and just maybe one day they will buy some of his
products.

But sometimes an email form on the actual website does not
catch the visitor’s attention. What’s the solution? Well, let’s
throw that email capture form right in their face!

That’s where the popup
email capture form comes

Dt yor woartt 1o kg hiow T went From Zere to |nt0 play
over 500004 a Manth by Blogging and haw
to do the same by reading my free ebosk
"How to make maney online”!

Download your FREE copy NOW! USIng a popu p When a

ot visitor first arrives on your

Esnail

e blog will surely get their
attention, but this is not your
normal popup of the 1990’s.
It's a new Web 2.0 popup
that is not as intrusive nor
can it be blocked. Yet, itis
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HIGHLY effective and converts very well.

But when you use a popup you do not want to over do it.
You don’t want to show it to your visitor EVERY time they visit
your website. So, there are Wordpress plugins which will allow
you to create an email capture popup that is shown only once to
your visitor per every so many days... And you get to choose this
number of days.

I am going to show you how you can install your very first
free Wordpress plugin -- WP Super Popup.

First, log into your Wordpress backend. Once there go
ahead and click on Plugins and Add New.

Next you will want to do a search for WP Super g appearance

Popup.

Installed Plugins

Add New

Editor

Akismet Configuration

&0 Users
Search
Search for plugins by keyword, author, or 1ag.
Term % | wpsuper popup Search Plugins

Once you find WP Super Poap in the list... Go ahead and
install it:
After the plugin is installed you will want to activate it:
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Term %  wWpSsuperpopup Search Plugins

Name Version Rating Description
WP Super Popup 0.9.6 ﬁg’zﬁﬁ‘:’ WP Super Popup makes you able |
Details | Install Now bleg.
k It is proved that a modal and graph
conversion! For example you can u
The popup content can be retrieves
WP FancyZoom 1.2 ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ WP FancyZoom is a simple way to

script to your
bleg. In short, FancyZoom is a nice

Details | Install Now

(% Installing Plugin: WP Super
Downloading install package from http://downloads.¥
Unpacking the package...

Installing the plugin...

Successfully iw plugin WP Super Popup 0.9.6.

Activate Plugin | Beturn to Plugin Installer

Once it is
activated, then, all
you need to do is follow the plugin’s instructions and create your
very first email capture popup form. It's that simple!

And WP Super Popup has a “pro” version you can buy, too.
This pro version gives you more bells and whistles than the free
version. Such as, putting an email capture form directly onto
your website anywhere you choose to do so (even directly within
a blog post).

But there is more to taking your blog and brand to the next
level than just email capture forms. There are ways you can
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actually increase your readership, visitor traffic AND credibility...
All at the same time!

How? That's what this next section is about.

Step 4: Guest Blogging

Why do people come to your blog? To read what’s new! But
sometimes it can be difficult coming up with new posts every
single day. And what happens when you stop creating blog
posts?

Well, your readership will die off and interaction between
you and your customers will die off. What’s the solution? That’s
right! Guest blogging.

Guest blogging brings your business’ blog fresh content
which both your customers and Google will love. Guest blogging
brings your customers a fresh perspective and something new to
look forward to.

But guest blogging does more than bringing new ideas and
new blog posts to your website... It's a bird killer. It kills two
birds with one stone! How is this?

It's because when these other industry experts write a post
on your business’ blog, then, it associates you with that expert.
When that connection is made, then, it ups your credibility in the
eyes of those that read your post.
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They think, “Hey, this company got Mr. X to blog for them!
Wow. They must really have a good product/service, and know
what they are talking about.”

But it goes much deeper than that.

Check it out: You have a blog about dog grooming. What
types of posts can you offer your customer base to keep them
coming back to your website?

You can write a post which outlines the seven simple steps
to dog grooming. You can write a post about how to groom a
large breed dog. You can write a post on how to give a
hyperactive dog a bath... And so on.

But eventually you will want a change of pace in your posts,
and your readers will, too. So what do you do?

You find a local dog trainer, and you start a conversation
with them. You explain to them that you have this website, and
that there’s a lot of local customers that frequent it. On this
website you offer tips and advice on dog grooming, but you want
to expand your blog’s offerings.

So, you begin to explain to him that his dog training
experience would be a great fit with your blog, and that he might
potentially pick up some new dog training clients IF he provided
some high quality posts about dog training on your blog.
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He agrees to do a few guest posts for you, and now you
have a local industry leader posting to your business’ blog for free
AND it increases the value and credibility of your business.

But it can go both ways. What if that dog trainer had a blog
of his own? Well, when he comes to your blog and offers valued
posts, then, your customers might go and visit his blog and

become active participants and customers of his.

What if you went to his blog and did a guest post for his
customers? What would happen then? Well, as long as you
provide a quality post, you will be perceived as an industry expert

in his customer’s eyes.

What happens then? What happens if his customers love
what you have to say? They just might visit your own company’s
website. And if they visit your website, then, you have the
opportunity to “capture” them and turn them into a paying

customer.

Awesome stuff, isn’t it?

But what if you do not know any other industry experts?
How can you find someone that is an expert in your field AND

have them agree to post on your website for free?

That’'s where My Blog Guest comes in. My
Blog Guest is a place which connects people of like
interests and of similar blogs together.

On My Blog Guest you can find other industry
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experts to come in and do a guest post for you. And guess what!
It’'s all FREE. Not only that, but you can choose to find bloggers
that need guest bloggers... Then, go and do a guest post for
them.

The benefit of using My Blog Guest? You will increase
readership, customer retention, prime engagement and, well, just
bring fresh content to your business’ blog. Not to mention that
you can use My Blog Guest to bring in targeted leads to your
website by being a guest blogger for another industry expert’s
blog.

So, this becomes a win-win-win scenario: you get fresh
content for your blog, your blog guest gets targeted leads to his
own blog and your customers get valued content that they will
treasure.

But if you are wanting to take customer engagement and

viral targeted leads to a whole new level, then, you need to check
out this next section.

Step 5: Social Integration

One of the goals of creating a website and blog for your
brick-n-mortar business is to, well, GET local customers opening
your doors. But how do those local customers find you?

One way is via a search engine like Google. Research has
shown that more and more people are looking for the phone
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numbers and locations of local businesses via the Internet. And
the first place they go to is the search engine.

That’s a one way tool! A good tool, but only allows a one
way solution. With search engines, you have to wait until your
customer is ready to find you and interact with you. Why not
take the initiative and go get the customer yourself?

Enters social media.

In order to find your local market you have to go to where
they are, and online you will find those people hanging out at
social networks like: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Flickr and so
on.

So, what you do is create an account at Facebook, Twitter
and all these other social networks. Then, you link your business’
website and blog with it. This way you can tap into the viral
power of social media.

I am going to show you a series of different ways you can
integrate social media into your website, and how it will take your

business and blog to the next level. Let’s check it out!

Smedio is a news blog about social media. Let’s see how

amedio

e ~
Join us on
uxe @medio on (RIS and Facebook

Facebook or Google+ — The Better ok olden
- i
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they are integrating social media into their website.

Smedio has Facebook and Twitter buttons at the top of their
website for their readers to “follow” them on those networks.

This links their website to their social media accounts.

Let’s see how it works. We will use Facebook as an

example.

When you go and view a blog post on Smedio, you will see

Do you like this story?

riLike [ 23 people like this. Be the first of your friends.

the following at the top of the blog:

If you click on that “Like” button, then, it will post onto your

Facebook wall.

likes a link.

Facebook or Google+ - The Better Branding Tool

smedio.com

It's fair to say that Coogle+ has taken the social media world by storm

Facebook is no longer unchallenged and Google+ holds the potential to

emerge as a powerful branding tool for businesses. While I'd refrain

from calling it the 'Facebook Killer', | have no doubt that Google+ can

be quickly evoly

@ ta minute ago - Like - Comment - Share

When it posts to your wall, then, all of your friends will see
that link. Now what do you think some of those friends will do?
That’s right... They will click on the link to see why you “liked” it,
and they just might join the conversation that’s going on at the

blog.
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Now if they “like” the post, too... Well, that just starts a
new chain reaction! One where their friends will see the shared
link, and where they can visit the website, and where they can
click the “like” button.

It's amazing how fast a blog post can go viral, and there are
a number of plugins to help out. And I will list a few of them in a
moment, but | want to share two last integration techniques.
This is Absolute Fitness of Lafollette’s website and blog.

ABSOLUTE FITNESS OF LAFOLLETTE <o EI[F

HOME SERVICES MEMBERS AREA FITNESS BLOG SUCCESS STORIES ABOUT US CONTACT US

Log in with

- - - | . n.’] o | j
o o - - = - - @,
— = A Download your FREE
IT'S A HOLIDAY — nen='l|
Posted on: June 1st, 2011 - z
Today is National Running Day! So get outand get = .
running... .
= " "7 Facts to Fitness"
N Simply enter your first

T
&

name & e-mail below for

instant access to your
FREE report!

ABSOLUTE FITNESS' MISSION

Our mission at ABSolute Fitness is to be the premiere
fitness center in the Campbell County area.

Our aoal is to heln improve the health and lifestvies of our

Now, this fitness blog has a brick-n-mortar gym where members
go and workout. They also have this website which tells potential
customers what their gym is all about. But it’'s more than just
that. It’s also a membership site.

On Absolute’s website you can join for free, and you can
signup and login using your Facebook account... With a simple
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click of a button. Once logged in you gain access to their free
membership area where they give you fitness tips and advice via
video, and you have the option to become a “paid” member and
receive even more features and benefits.

But why not just use their own login system? Well, it’'s
easier for people to just click a button and be signed up and
logged in at once. People do not want to take the time and fill
out the same information over and over... But that’s not all.

By allowing them to use their social media accounts you can
capture their email and demographics with the click of a button.
This way you can stay in contact with them about new special
promotions.

Still, there’s another good way to connect your blog to social
media. You can integrate the social conversation!

184 comments +

ﬂ Add a comment...
- gPost to Facebook Posting as {Change) m
# Top Commenter - Founder at Bridge (http://brid.ge)

% For me, the greatest thing about TechCrunch was the comments. The best ones (albeit being
sometimes mean) were snarky, witty, and ultimately insightful. That has all but completely
disappeared with this new comment system. Since whatever | comment is now indexed and
permanently searchable by my name, why the hell would | comment on anything?

TC "trolls" for the most part aren't true trolls —- they're cynical and smart people who state their
true opinions (not pimply teenagers, perhaps the worst kind of troll.} By getting rid of Disqus, You
haven't really gotten rid of trolls (because you didn't REALLY have a troll problem in the first place.
Articles with faults got roasted, good articles received near unanimous praised.) You've just gotten
rid of people who state their true opinions.

Why implement Facebook comments in the first place? It's full of bugs (50% chance this post won't
go through), and you're forcing everyone to use Facebook. Sometimes | think the world's going
crazy.

208 - Like - Reply - Subscribe - March & at 9:19pm

s, W TR o N L W PP P

KGO announcers®

- CS5AA
Yes, @Scett Magdalein, | turn the TV on mute and turn up the AM radio station
broadcasting 5F Giants games *just because I'd rather hear the play-by-play from the ;

AT AL P i BN PO i e Gl T ol Gl ot bt
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Much in the same way the shared link worked... The social
commenting system will work, too.

You see, when you post a comment on a blog that has
connected their comments with Facebook, then, your comment
will not only be visible on the blog but also on your Facebook

wall.
commented on TechCrunch.
Creat post MG!
=] 1 B TechCrunch | Facebook Comments Have Silenced

The Trolls — But Is It Too Quiet?
techcrunch.com

As you've noticed by now, we're about a week into our
latest experiment in troll-slaying with Facebook

Comments. 5o far, the reactions have been very m

and wery interesting. Publicly, many of the
were initially negative. But that has been shiftin

time has gone on. Privately, most o

@.. rconds ago - Like - Comment - Subscribe

What happens now? Well, your friends will see the comment
on your wall... They will visit the blog post... They just may
“like” the post OR join the conversation by commenting on the
post. Guess what! The viral train begins all over again.

Okay, cool. | see how these are powerful and work, but
where and how can | implement them?

You can find dozens upon dozens of social media plugins for
Wordpress. Many are free, and some are paid. Here is a list of

some good ones to use:

e Facebook Comments for Wordpress
e Janrain Engage
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Sociable

WP to Twitter

Simple Twitter Connect
and hundreds more

If you wish to install any of the above... Just head to your
Wordpress backend. Go to Add New under Plugins, and do a
search for the above plugins. Then, well... Install them. Or do a
search for other Facebook, Twitter or other social network
plugins. You will find no shortage of free social plugins for
Wordpress.

But just knowing all of this accomplishes nothing. You have
to actually, well, do it!

Step 6: Take Action

All the tools and knowledge means nothing IF you do not act
upon what you learn.

Consider this:

The Internet is can of beans, and you are hungry. What do
you do? You try to open the can with your bare hands, and you
try opening the can with a rock. You try to open the can with a
hammer, and you try to open the can with a spoon. Whatever

you tried... It just did not work.

Why? Was it because you were using the wrong tools? Yep.
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A few hours later, after you had exhausted all of your
energy and resources, a nice little old lady comes up to you and
says, “Hun, you can’t open that can with your teeth! Here. Use
my can opener.”

Hmm. Now you have the right tool to open the can, and to
cure your hunger! But, you will still be hungry IF you do not take
action and use that can opener.

The same can be said here. If you do not use the
knowledge and tools you have discovered within this report, then,
you will continue to be hungry.

So, take action!

That’s it. That’s the six steps to taking your business and

blog to the next level. Now go and put step six (taking action)
into play!

To Your Success,
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